Community Development Council
February 7, 2001, Meeting Minutes

Don Lindsay, Chairman

The following stainmarizes the key issues discussed:
WETLANDS (Dcn Lindsay)

Vinson Elkin's Sharon Maddox gave an excellent summary of the current wetlands requirements
and the possible effect of the recent Supreme Court decision.

Basicatly, the Supreme Court decided that the Corps of Engineers can na longer use the
migratory bird law to justify jurisdiction over isolated wetlands. This is a good ruling for the
business community buf, unfortunately, it is as vague as the definition of “isolated”. The definition
will become clearer over time as it gets tested, probably in the courts.

PLATTING PROBLEMS AT CITY (Jim Box)

The City of Houston is instituting improved procedures relating to platting of communities. We
intend to invite Marlene Gafrick to either the March or April CDC Meeting to present these new
procedures and to discuss ways that developers and engineers can improve as weli.

HOUSTON UTILITY REIMBURSEMENT ORDINANCE (Car! Stevens)

The City of Houston passed tha new ordinance providing for 70% reimbursement for water and
sewer construction costs and up to $3,000 per house for drainage costs. This is an excellent
ordinance designed to make develoepment inside the City more economicailly competitive with
traditional County developments done inside utility districts.

Note: This is an outstanding example of how the GHBA can achieve things that benefit the
members.

STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS (Teague Harris)

In addition to the silt fences, inlet protectors, etc, there are new regulations coming regarding the
addition of sedimentation ponds. This has been a way of life in Austin for some time. Now itis
our turn. Just more costs.

SOUTHWESTERN BELL {Bryan Smith}

At the March meeting, Southwestern Bell's Directors of Engineering and Construction will present
various new procedures they are implementing to improve their performance o developers and
huilders. They also want to discuss ways that the developers can help them in this effort.

OTHER ISSUES BEING FOLLOWED:

Clean Air {Harless Benthul}

Surface Water Conversion {Jim Box)

City's Historic Preservation and Landscape Ordinances {Mike Shaffer)
Building Codes in the City of Housten (Park Patterson)
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